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Party Time & Suffolk’s Social Host Law

As we look forward to graduation cele-
brations and summertime house parties, it
is important to be aware of our obligations
as the host of a party where alcohol is be-
ing served.

Suffolk County’s Social Host Law prohib-
its the consumption of alcohol by minors at
private homes. It is unlawful for any person
over the age of 18 to knowingly allow the
consumption of alcohol by any minor at
their home or fail to take reasonable correc-
tive action upon learning of the consump-
tion of alcohol by any minor at their house.
Reasonable corrective action includes mak-
ing a prompt demand that the minor stop
consuming alcohol or requesting that they

leave your home; and if the minor does
not comply with your request, that you
promply report the underage drinking to
local law enforcement or any other person
having a greater degree of authority over
the conduct of the minor, such as a parent
or guardian. The only exception to this law
is if the minor’s parent or guardian is pres-
ent and has permitted their child to con-
sume alcohol.

The violation of Suffolk’s Social Host Law
not only invokes criminal penalties but can
also subject the homeowner to civil liabil-
ity if someone is injured due to underage
drinking that occurred at their home.

Enjoy graduation time and summertime
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gatherings, but play it safe and don't let un-
derage drinking create a legal problem for
you and/or a tragedy for someone else.
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